
	
 
Calgarians, please write to your MLA’s and tell them 
how you feel about the inconsequential penalties 
facing Nicolino Ivano Camardi. Feel free to use my 
letter as a template. Find out who your MLA is by 
entering in your postal code here.  
 
Dear ______________________, 
 
Thank you in advance for taking the time to read my letter. 
Since the news broke of the two animals who were found 
dead, with their mouths taped shut several months ago, my 
heart has felt very heavy. 
 
I learned yesterday that the Calgary Humane Society and the 
Calgary Police have apprehended a suspect, Nicolino Ivano 
Camardi. I applaud all who played a role in pursuing this 
case, however I fear that the lack of penalties that Camardi 
will face are not enough considering the suffering the 
animals endured and the example it sets for others who may 
have the same sick inclinations. 
 
From what I’ve read, Camardi will likely only be sentenced to 
a short stint in prison or a small fine. He might not be able to 
own pets. In discussions with friends and strangers alike, 
Calgarians are outraged by his actions and seem to agree that 
these punishments are not severe enough. Take a quick look 
at the conversations happening online and you will see that 
citizens are taking this issue very seriously. 
 
The abuse that these animals endured is unspeakable. In 
fact, if these acts had been carried out on a human, the 
accused would likely be facing charges of murder, neglect, 
abuse, reckless endangerment and causing mental harm. 



	
Unfortunately, as it stands in our current judicial system, 
animals/pets are simply considered “property” I’m certain 
you’d agree that animals are not just “property” like a car or 
a computer. They are living, breathing things who feel 
emotion, pain and suffering - just like us. The current 
penalties for abusing an animal are arguably just a “slap on 
the wrist.” 
 
This needs to change. 
 
Animals cannot speak for themselves and therefore it is up to 
us, concerned citizens, to speak on their behalf and help to 
protect them from deranged individuals such as Camardi. It 
is logical to think that if the penalties for committing such 
heinous acts of cruelty were more serious, that it would likely 
discourage others from doing the same thing. 
 
Though I do not know exactly what those penalties should 
be, I feel strongly that they should be similar to those of a 
human murder case. These animals are just as much victims 
as any person. These acts were deliberate and meant to 
cause death; the animals endured physical and emotional 
distress beyond comprehension. We need to start changing 
the way we think about animals and the rights that they 
deserve. 
 
I recognize that change does not happen overnight. I can 
only hope that as the MLA who represents me, you will not 
just file this letter in your drawer, but rather stand up and 
do anything and everything that you can to make some 
changes in the way animals are seen by the justice system. 
 
Thank you. 
 



	
Sincerely, 
 
Katie Cook 


